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In the contemporary context, religious discourse undergoes
numerous changes due to shifts in societal context and technological
advancements. Social media and news portals have become the primary
platforms where the most relevant and controversial issues are discussed
today.

Below are the current discourses in the Kazakhstani online space:

Religious discourse on the preservation of national identity in the
context of globalization. Media often cover this topic, especially in light of
Kazakhstan’s socio-economic and educational ties with Eastern countries.
There are several discursive strategies in the public space:

— The Arabic language and culture are integral parts of Islam; their
study and use help deepen knowledge of the religion;

— Kazakh Islam, which has formed over many centuries, should
maintain its uniqueness and follow its own special path of development.
«For many centuries, our ancestors practiced Islam, which harmoniously
combines the norms of Sharia with national traditions. The values of Islam
contribute to the strengthening of national unity. It is our duty to preserve
and honor the traditions of our ancestors» [1];

— «Arabization» of Kazakh Islam can lead to the loss of national
identity and the denial of local traditions, which will lead to the
intensification of radicalism. There is also talk about the danger of using
religious rhetoric for political purposes and propagating extremist ideas.
«... they prefer to wear traditional Arabic clothing with hijab to school...
the goal of Salafists is to gain the ability to freely promote destructive
religious ideology within the school walls» [2].
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In some cases, conflicts arise between historically established
Kazakh traditions and Sharia. For example, the custom of "salem beru" or
"jeti shelpek" generates public discussion about the source of this custom
and its compatibility with Islam.

One point of view: «Many Kazakhstani people are currently
questioning the relevance of the custom ‘salem salu’... Many families
refuse to practice ‘salem salu,’ citing religious reasons» [3]. Theologians
and representatives of the SAMK explain that: «... if a person prays to
something, it is considered haram. If you look at the baking of flatbreads
not as an object of worship, but as a tradition, then the ritual is not
considered wrong from the perspective of Islam» [4].

At the center of the discussion are traditional Kazakh holidays that
may have pagan roots; typical elements of national clothing, including the
traditional headdress of Kazakh women; wedding and funeral customs, and
other aspects of national culture formed on the territory of Kazakhstan.

Adaptation of technological innovations in accordance with religious
canons. Innovations in technical progress raise many questions among
believers about whether their use complies with Sharia and whether it is
possible to adapt technological trends for Muslims. For example, the
council of ulema of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Kazakhstan
decided that Kazakh Muslims are prohibited from using the cryptocurrency
Bitcoin [5]. Some Muslims in Kazakhstan pay attention to the use of
various applications that allow them to determine whether a food product
is halal or not. These services can scan product barcodes and provide
information about their compliance with halal standards. Mention can also
be made of the use of drones, artificial intelligence, blockchain
technologies, NFTs, etc., which raise questions among believers around the
world.

The representation of this discourse in the media helps believers
make informed decisions about the use and interaction with new
technologies in accordance with religious canons. This demonstrates that
the use of new technologies and their permissibility for Muslims requires
regular expert opinion from clergy and the expert community.

One of the relevant thematic blocks in the media is the discussion of
problems related to the use of new technologies in medicine (genetic
engineering, cryonics, organ transplantation, etc.) and their compliance
with religious norms and principles. There is also a public discussion about
vaccination. For example, some religious organizations insist that certain
types of vaccines may be unacceptable for believers if they contain animal-
derived components or were produced in cell lines obtained from aborted
fetuses.

14



The discussion of problems related to the use of new medical
technologies and their compliance with religious norms reflects important
aspects of the modern discussion about the interaction between science and
religion, including moral and ethical ones. The demand for this topic
emphasizes the importance of dialogue between the scientific and medical
community and religious institutions. The media act as a platform for
exchanging opinions and for education on issues related to the use of new
technologies in medicine and taking into account religious aspects.

Lifestyle discourse in the context of religion. Another indicator of
modernity is the lifestyle of modern Muslims, ranging from interior design
for prayer rooms to self-development advice. Typically, lifestyle includes
the following categories: interior design, hobbies, creativity, beauty issues,
self-development, cooking, fashion, etc. Women’s beauty practices are also
part of this discourse, and recently the Spiritual Administration of
Muslims of Kazakhstan explained that «Sharia strictly prohibits Botox if
it is used for excessive beautification or to hide natural aging and other
imperfections» [6].

Lifestyle discourse in the context of religion includes information
about religious rituals, prayers, spiritual development, interpretation of
sacred texts, and other nuances of faith. This topic is often present among
bloggers and influencers who are the main communicators and
popularizers of the lifestyle agenda. Blogs represent a fundamentally new
channel of network communication. Independence from editorial policy,
lack of censorship, instant reaction to news and events, direct personal
connection with their audience, and the use of various content formats are
far from all the advantages of the blogosphere over classical media.

Today, one of the most influential is the blog about Muslim fashion
Hijab Fashion (@hijabfashion). Its author, Moroccan Safiyah ElI-
Houdaigui, publishes photos of "hijabi" girls (a hijabi is a Muslim woman
who wears a hijab or a scarf covering her hair and neck [7]) from around
the world, halal recipes, makeup options for Muslim women, ideas for
decorating the festive table, parenting tips, and much more.

Due to their popularity, bloggers often create news hooks for articles
in institutional media. Kazakh singer and blogger Altynay Zholdybaeva
wore a hijab, and the news immediately appeared in the media. On
Zholdybaeva’s Instagram profile (@altynaizholdybayevanew), she has 455
thousand subscribers. The portal nur.kz published an article with the
headline «‘By the Call of the Soul’: Altynay Zholdybaeva, Who Wore a
Hijab, Wrote a Revelation Post» [8].

Practically the entire text of the news consists of quoting the singer’s
post on Instagram and comments from her subscribers. Over the past year,
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the publication has posted 16 articles with the same structure and content.
In fact, the media "repost” materials from social networks without
providing their own assessment or reflection on the trend. The design of
the articles is almost identical.

Lifestyle discourse in the media contributes to the formation of
identity and the strengthening of social ties within religious communities,
especially for the younger generation. It creates a space for exchanging
experiences, mutual support, and interaction among believers, attracting
new people to religious beliefs and practices. Moreover, due to their
popularity, bloggers often create news hooks for articles in institutional
media. They are interviewed, stories about events in their lives are told,
and they are quoted in news articles. As a rule, the process is mutually
beneficial: journalists have a ready-made topic, and bloggers get additional
publicity. It should also be noted that some materials about bloggers are
placed in the media on a commercial basis.

Another informational occasion related to lifestyle is publications
with halal recipes in the media. Modern digital editions usually use various
media file formats to present such recipes to their audience. Mainly, such
materials consist of videos demonstrating the cooking process and
additional textual descriptions. The video format allows bloggers or chefs
to visually demonstrate each step of preparing a dish, show the ingredients
used, and explain cooking techniques. The additional text description
includes brief information about the dish, its history, and its significance in
Islamic culture. This is especially relevant for Kazakh national dishes
prepared for the Oraz Ait or Kurban Bayram holidays.

The portal sputnik.kz published an article titled «Halal «Olivier»: A
Recipe from the Mufti» [9], which spread as reposts on social networks. In
it, a representative of the Spiritual Assembly of Muslims of Russia said
that the classic Soviet New Year’s dish could be "reinterpreted” in a
Muslim spirit, preserving traditions and religious values. «Muslims are
conservative, so they have many dishes on their tables prepared according
to Soviet recipes... The appropriate sausage, meat, or mayonnaise can be
purchased in advance in specialized stores or mosques».

In the context of religion, lifestyle discourse often focuses on the
positive aspects of faith and strives to create harmony and peace in society
with a complex cultural-historical background. It also reminds of the
spiritual aspects of faith — social justice, helping the needy, and charity.

Lifestyle themes emphasize that religion can be a source of
inspiration, support, and a positive way of life. Bloggers and journalists
can talk about how faith influences daily life, helps overcome difficulties,
find inner harmony, or achieve personal well-being.
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A fundamental feature of blogger discourse in the media is its appeal
to the younger generation:

— Use of the most relevant and in-demand formats of visual content;

— Ability to speak the language of youth and knowledge of the latest
trends;

— Personalization of the personal brand and storytelling that gives the
audience a sense of openness and sincerity.

Lifestyle discourse in the media through the broadcast of blogger
activities helps believers feel connected to a like-minded group and feel
part of something bigger than just individual practice. And the use of
specific examples of religious life in everyday settings helps the younger
generation understand the principles of faith more quickly and easily than
abstract theoretical discussions.

The examination of media discourses on religion highlights the
dynamic interplay between traditional beliefs and modern societal
influences. In Kazakhstan, the preservation of national identity amidst
globalization, the adaptation of technological innovations within religious
frameworks, and the integration of lifestyle elements into religious practice
are pivotal themes in contemporary discussions. These discourses,
reflected in both mainstream and social media, reveal the evolving nature
of religious expression and the importance of informed dialogue. By
bridging the gap between historical traditions and current trends, these
conversations contribute to a more nuanced understanding of faith in the
modern world. This ongoing discourse underscores the need for continuous
engagement and collaboration between religious communities, technological
innovators, and media platforms to navigate the challenges and
opportunities of our time
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