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ENGLISH IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE

English is the most widespread language, it allows people to
understand and communicate with others from different countries. It is the
main language of international business, tourism, science, and education.
The most prestigious universities in the world (Harvard, Oxford) teach in
English. Knowing the language is the key to studying at these institutions,
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which produce very successful people. Most scientific articles and research
are published in English. If you want to stay up-to-date with modern
discoveries, it’s hard to do so without English. English opens doors to
international companies, jobs abroad, online business, and career growth. In
many job vacancies, English is a required skill.

English has become the main language of communication in
international business, promoting effective interaction between partners
from different countries. Proficiency in this language gives companies
access to a wider range of clients and partners, making it easier to enter the
global market. Specialists with a high level of English have more
opportunities for career growth in international companies. Most online
platforms for international trade operate in English, which makes it essential
for successful activity in the field of e-commerce.

One of the main reasons for the dominance of the English language is
its use as an official or working language in major international
organizations such as the World Trade Organization (WTO), the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank, and others. In these
organizations, all official documents, contracts, proposals, and
correspondence are most often written in English.

English plays an important role in the development of Ukraine’s
international trade. It is the main language of communication with partners
from the EU, the USA, Canada, the United Kingdom, and Asian countries.
Most documents are prepared in English, which simplifies legal and
logistical processes and minimizes the risk of misunderstandings.

Since the start of the full-scale war in 2022, Ukraine has further
integrated into Western markets. This includes participation in international
exhibitions, forums, and grant programs, where English is the primary
language. Ukrainian companies, especially small and medium-sized
enterprises, increasingly seek foreign partners through international trade
platforms such as Alibaba, Amazon, and Upwork, where functioning
successfully without English is nearly impossible.

For example, in 2022–2023, Ukraine significantly intensified its
cooperation with the European Union and also signed new trade agreements
with the United Kingdom and Canada, where knowledge of English is a
mandatory condition for conducting business. Often, proficiency in English
determines who will represent the company in the international market.
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January 1, 2016, the Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area
(DCFTA) has been in effect between Ukraine and the European Union. It is
part of the Association Agreement with the EU. Its main advantages include:

• The elimination of tariffs on most goods.
• Facilitation of Ukrainian exports to the EU market.
• Аccess to the EU public procurement system.
After the full-scale war began in 2022, the EU took additional

measures to support Ukrainian exports, including:
• Temporary suspension of tariffs and quotas on the import of

Ukrainian goods.
• Logistical support for exports through "Solidarity Corridors" – the

opening of alternative delivery routes through Polish, Romanian, and
Bulgarian ports.

• Financial and technical assistance for the development of small and
medium-sized businesses focused on export.

In 2023, the United Kingdom granted full duty-free and quota-free
rights for the export of Ukrainian goods as a temporary crisis support
measure.

Ukraine and Canada have a Free Trade Agreement, which was signed
in 2016 and came into force in 2017. It included:

• Elimination of tariffs on 98 % of Ukrainian exports to Canada.
• Access to the Canadian market for agricultural products, metals, and

light industry goods.
In July 2023, Ukraine and Canada signed an updated and expanded

Free Trade Agreement, which:
• Includes services trade.
• Regulates digital trade, investments, labor standards, and

environmental protection.
• Establishes a foundation for Canadian investments in the

reconstruction of Ukraine.
English is not just a tool for communication – it has become a

necessity for any Ukrainian company aiming to enter foreign markets.
Proficiency in English provides a competitive advantage, expands
cooperation opportunities, and opens new horizons for the country’s
economic development.




