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EXPERT EXAMINATION FOR CUSTOMS PURPOSES
OF SOYBEANS EXPORTED FROM UKRAINE

SHCHERBIY V., 2" course, Master degree student of FTM SUTE,
Specialty «Entrepreneurship and Trade», Educational Program «Custom Affairs»

The article analyzes the peculiarities of the classification of soybeans according to
UCGFEA. The volume, price and dynamics of soybeans export from Ukraine were analyzed.
Criteria, indicators, means and methods of identification soybeans have been developed. An expert
examination of soybeans for customs purposes during their export from Ukraine was conducted and
its result was analyzed.

Y cmammi npoananizoeano ocobaueocmi xnacughikayii  coi 3eiono 3  VKT3EJ/]L
Ilpoananizosano obcseu, yiny ma Ounamiky exkcnopmy coi 3 Ykpainu. Po3pobreno xpumepii,
NOKA3HUKU, 3acobu ma memoou ioenmudgpixayii coi. [lposedeno excnepmu3zy coi 0nsa MUmHux yineti
nio yac ii excnopmy 3 Yxkpainu ma npoananizo8aro ii pezyiomamu.

The relevance of the article is the change in the licensing regime refutes the export of
soybeans from Ukraine, but also creates new opportunities for the abuse of documentation
falsification. Also, no less important, there remains the possibility of violation of customs
procedures by selling soybeans, the composition of which does not correspond to the quality and
safety requirements of the product, despite the fact that, in its own right, the export license was an
important document that contributed to the facilitation of verification of both the product and the
seller. At the moment, without the need to obtain an export license for such a product, the work of
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the customs authorities was completed. The reason for this was the opportunity for any enterprise to
export soybeans abroad, which does not need to submit documents for obtaining a license for
export. This leads to the fact that the risk of exporting soybeans from an unknown enterprise, which
may even be dangerous for consumption, etc. grows. How have the changes in the licensing regime
changed the risk analysis, and what must be done in the expert examination of soybeans abroad.

The object of research is soybeans exported from Ukraine.

The subject of research is criteria, indicators, means and methods of soybeans expert
examination.

Purpose of the article is to conduct expert examination for customs purposes of soybeans
exported from Ukraine

Updates to the customs code that forcing exporters to add a phytosanitary document [1]
along with a change of license regime [2] of the agroindustry complex, challenge the soybean
exporting process and create new avenues [3] for growing the amount of soybean exports overseas.
In the meantime, it is noteworthy that conditions are set up in this way for the improper use of the
authorized right, especially falsification of documents, which might lead to an increase in the
volume of work related to the examination of the authenticity of documentation and certification of
goods.

Soybeans are the seeds of the soybean plant, which belongs to the legume family. They are
one of the most common agricultural products in the world due to their high nutritional value and
wide range of applications. Although soybeans are primarily protein, they are also high in fat and
carbohydrates. Due to the large amount of vegetable protein, soybeans are considered one of the
best sources of these biomolecules. In addition, soybeans are classified as oilseeds, so they are often
used to make soybean oil. These same reasons make up the nutritional value of this product. [4]

If we evaluate other aspects of the popularity of soybeans, it is necessary to note their
importance in the agroindustry complex and the agricultural sector. Commonly, in the agroindustry
sector, soybeans are used as a crop rotation to increase soil fertility due to their ability to fix
nitrogen [5], and at the same time, all soybean products are widely used as high-protein additives in
cattle, pig, poultry, and fish feed in agricultural industry [6].

In Ukrainian classification of goods of foreign economic activity (UCGFEA) the soybeans
have a commodity heading— 1201. (Table 1)

Table 1

Classification of soybeans in heading 1201 of UCGFEA [7]

UCGFEA code Description

1201 Soybeans, whether or not crushed
1201 10 00 00 for sowing

1201 90 00 00 other

Looking at this table, we can understand that this heading 1201 is only initial and auxiliary
in the search for a product in the section of products of plant origin. Currently, we have two
subsections that more accurately describe one or another variant of soybeans, and which are most
often used during customs procedures.

Under the UCGFEA code 1201 10 00 00 the product, which is used for the purpose of
sowing agricultural sectors, is classified. This is the most used code when evaluating the whole
situation with the export of soybeans.

At the same time, code 1201 90 00 00 has a description of soybeans that must be used for
completely different purposes than in code 1201 10 00 00. An example can be the use of soybeans
as an additive to livestock feed, the creation of biofuel, or the creation of soybean oil.

Otherwise, it’s important to mention it, that soybeans also take a huge role in economic
process, due to its economic value. Due to the fact that soybeans are one of the most valuable export
crops for many countries, they are important for the world economy, providing jobs and stable
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income for farmers and enterprises in the agricultural sector. Evaluating the state of foreign trade of
soybeans from March 2022 to May 15, 2024, it is possible to find out the volume of exports and the
inherent importance of soybeans in Ukraine.
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Fig. 1. Soybean export from Ukraine threw the world, Trade Value in million (USD) [8]
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Fig. 3. The share of types of exported agricultural products for 2023 year [9]

Thus, it is possible to note that soybeans constitute a small part of the total volume of
exports of agricultural products, but not the smallest.
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Fig. 4. Price of Soybeans in Ukraine (USD) [10]

When sales data is analyzed, it becomes evident that soybeans play a significant role in the
sales of agrocomplex products. However, it is noteworthy that the 5% of soybeans that are currently
on the market may appear insignificant in comparison to corn. But a thorough examination and
study of soybean exports is what convinces me to reconsider this 5%. Soybean sales from 2019 to
2022 exhibit significant gains and fast growth, according to a case study. In 2021, we received 21
million US dollars for the sale of 40 thousand tons of soybeans, which is a 20-fold increase from
2019, when soybeans were sold for 2 million US dollars for 2 thousand tons! The agricultural
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complex could not be bypassed due to the tremendous growth, but even with these favorable
developments, things drastically took a turn for the worse in 2022. Sales for 287,000 kg dropped to
precisely 446,000 dollars. The Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine modified the list of agricultural
products in the law governing export licenses in part because of this. These modifications had an
immediate impact on soybeans, primarily for the better, as sales of one thousand tons of soybeans
increased to $1 million in 2023 compared to 2022.

Since February 24, 2022, Ukraine has been under martial law, which affects all sectors of
the country. Export activities are directly related to the custom processes, which is also significant
in the spectrum of economic values of Ukraine. The export of soybeans is subject to licensing for
the export of goods. [2]

It is worth recalling that during the martial law, customs procedures for the export of
soybeans were changed in order to create conditions to prevent abuses and violations of the law
during the export of goods [2]. In this moment, during the martial law, the export licensing regime
does not apply in the case when the subject of foreign economic activity is included in the list of
verified subjects of the agroindustry complex that export goods classified by codes according to
UCGFEA 1001, 1002, 1003 , 1004, 1005, 1201, 1205, 1206 00, 1507, 1512, 1514 and 2306, which
is being formed by the Ministry of Agrarian Policy in accordance with the Procedure for the
implementation of the experimental project, approved by the Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers
of Ukraine dated 10.31.2023 No. 1132. In this way, our product can be exported without license
certification.

To carry out the customs clearance of the soybeans exported from Ukraine according to the
contract Ne 0712-1 dated 07.12.2023, the customs declaration was sent electronically to the Volyn
customs with the following commercial and shipping documents:

¢ Invoice Nel dated 09.02.2024

e Common International Guarantee Waybill Ne 34510008, dated 12.02.2024

e Grain quality certification Ne2300337, dated from 12.02.2024

e Certification of origin Ne A401.089500, dated from 09.02.2024

e Phytosanitary certificate Ne13/02-6008/EB-556504, dated 09.02.2024

According to Article 365 of the Customs Code of Ukraine, the purpose of this examination
is to establish whether the goods belong to poisonous substances, since the number of phytosanitary
certificates and grain quality certificates submitted in the package of documents pose a certain risk
of export of soybeans, which have dangerous components. [11] Currently, a certification was
submitted for every 70 tons of soybeans.

And the exact indicators for this expert examination, which were used, are the compliance of
the soybean with the declared data about it in the package of documentation attached to the customs
clearance and compliance to requirements of DSTU 4965:2008 [12] — which is a compliance
document for security of soybean (Table 1).

Analytical methods, along with examination of accompanying documents, were used to
determine key criteria like grain type according to UCGFEA code [7], manufacturer country of
origin, certainty of pack of documents and in verifying the validity and matching of data in the
object’s security certificates. In this case, expert is interested in checking the correspondence of data
between all documents included in the package of documents. In this case, data concurrences (dates,
numbers, names) are reviewed.

Organoleptic method is used to identify by visual aspect the presence of harmful organisms
and the presence of castor seeds. For identifying of the presence of harmful organisms’ expert did a
soft soybean for discovering a presence of harmful organisms according to DSTU 8838:2019. [13].
A similar method turns out to be the inspection of waste impurities in the product, which must be
carried out in accordance with DSTU 8837:2019. [14]

Instrumental method was used to identify indicators that meet the requirements of DSTU
4964:2008, namely: the indicator of humidity, garbage and grain admixture, mass fraction of
protein in conversion on dry matter, mass fraction of oil in terms of dry matter, indicator of toxic
elements, and the last one — indicator of mycotoxins. The reason of using an instrumental method in
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approved by the difficult of test for the soybeans and, of course, to achieve the most accurate data
about the goods. Unfortunately, there are no other options to use for expert, because of non-
effectivity of others methods in this area. This method includes:
1) Humidity — method using spectroscopy in the near infrared region according to DSTU
4417:2007 [15]

Table 1
Criteria, indicators, means and methods of soybeans expert examination
Criteria & Indicators Means Methods
Grain type (UCGFEA Good, accompanying documents Organoleptic, analytical
code)
Manufacturer Good, accompanying documents Analytical
Country of Origin
Net weight Good, accompanying documents Analytical, instrumental
Good, DSTU 4964:2008, Instrumental
Humidity accompanying documents,
laboratory analysis
Garbage admixture Good, DSTU 4964:2008, Instrumental

accompanying documents,
laboratory analysis

The presence of harmful Good, DSTU 4964:2008 Organoleptic
organisms
Mass fraction of protein, | Good, DSTU 4964:2008, laboratory Instrumental
in conversion analysis
on dry matter
Mass fraction of oil, in | Good, DSTU 4964:2008, laboratory Instrumental
terms of dry matter analysis
Indicator of toxic Good, DSTU 4964:2008, laboratory Instrumental
elements analysis

(lead, cadmium, arsenic,
mercury, copper, zinc)

Indicator of mycotoxins | Good, DSTU 4964:2008, laboratory Instrumental
(aflatoxin B-1, analysis
zearalenone, T-2 toxin,
deoxynivalenol)

2) Mass fraction of protein - mineralization of organic matter with sulfuric acid in the
presence of a catalyst with the formation of ammonium sulfate, destruction of
ammonium sulfate with alkali with the release of ammonia, distillation of ammonia with
steam into a solution of sulfuric or boric acid with subsequent titration according to
DSTU 4417:2007 [15]

3) Mass fraction of oil - Extraction method according to DSTU 7577:2014 [16]

4) Indicator of toxic elements — Inversion voltammetric method according to DSTU
3162:2009 [17]

5) Indicator of mycotoxins — a complex one, as the previous indicator. In that way, for all
elements laboratory will use a several methods that’s accords to DSTU EN 17641:2023
[18]

In order to check these indicators, an authorization from an authorized official of the

customs authority is required in the form of a request to the Specialized Laboratory for Expert
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Examination and Research of the State Customs Service (SLEER) [19]. After that, the authorized
official of the customs authority delivers one-kilogram samples of soybeans to the SLEER. [20] The
next action is to check the samples according to the request regarding the need for laboratory
analysis of soybeans in the matter of expertise.

Thus, after receiving the results of laboratory tests, the expert will be able to submit his own
result of expert examination, which is given in the table 2.

Table 2
Result of expert examination
Criteria & Indicators Results
Grain type (UCGFEA code) Soybeans, 1201 90 00 00
Manufacturer KUSTO AGRO GRAIN ELEVATOR COMPANY,
Country of Origin LTD 28A BARLYAEVA STREET, ZHMERINKA
DISTRICT, VINNITSA REGION, UKRAINE, 23100
Net weight 770 ton
Humidity 10.6%
Garbage admixture 1.9%
The presence of harmful organisms None
Mass fraction of protein, in conversion 35,7%
on dry matter
Mass fraction of oil, in terms of 12,8%
dry matter
Indicator of toxic elements Lead - 0,1
(lead, cadmium, arsenic, mercury, Cadmium - 0
copper, zinc) in mg/kg Arsenic - 0
Mercury - 0
Copper — 3,2
Zinc — 23,4
Indicator of mycotoxins Aflatoxin B-1 -0
(aflatoxin B-1, zearalenone, T-2 toxin, Zearalenone - 0
deoxynivalenol) in mg/kg T-2 toxin - 0
Deoxynivalenol - 0

According to the result of the expert examination of soybeans the following is established.
Grain type of the goods relevant to declared information in documents — 1201 90 00 00 (soybeans,
whether or not crushed, other). [7] Manufacturer is an LTD «KUSTO AGRO GRAIN ELEVATOR
COMPANY» that based in Ukraine. County of Origin of goods — Ukraine. The net weight of the
goods coincides with the data declared in the documents - 770 tons.

During the inspection by the organoleptic method, the expert did not notice traces of harmful
organisms in the composition of soybeans and calculated the garbage admixture in soybeans — 1.9%
that is corresponding to DSTU 4964:2008 [12]

The humidity of the product corresponds to the DSTU 4964:2008 — 10.6% [12]. The waste
admixture meets the DSTU 4964:2008 and is safe for supply — 1.9% [12]. As for the mass fraction
of oil, in terms of dry substance, it is 12.8%, which is safe for supply and meets the requirements of
the DSTU 4964:2008. [12] The same situation with the Mass fraction of protein, in terms of dry
matter — 35.7% with the requirement of not less than 35% stated in DSTU 4964:2008. [12] Testing
for toxic elements and mycotoxins indicates that the product is safe for supply. Thus, the result of
analysis of SLEER Laboratory confirms the data that were specified in the phytosanitary and grain
quality certificates. As a result, the expert determines that soybeans are safe to export.
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ITEHTUDIKALINHA EKCIIEPTU3A HIKIPSIHUX PYKABUIb

BAIIEHKO A., 2 xypc ®TM ATEY,
cneniajgbHicTh «IlixAMpUEMHUITBO Ta TOPriBJIS»,
OCBiTHA nmporpama «MuUTHa cripaBa»

V' cmammi npoananizoeano knacugikayiio wkipsuux pyxkasuyv 32iono 3 YKT3EJL
Poszenanymo ocrnosHi npunyunu ma nioxoou, sKi BUKOPUCMOBYIOMbCS OJisl GUSHAYUEHHS KOOY Mo8apy.
Obpano ma obrpynmosano Kpumepii i0enmughikayii WKIpaHUX pyKasuyb, wo GKIOHUAMb
mamepian, mun WKipu, mexHonro02iuni ocobnusocmi ma Qynkyionanvhe npusHadenus. Hagedeno
NPUKIAOU NPAKMUYHO20 3ACMOCY8AHHA Klacugikayitinux o3nax. Pesynbmamu 0ocniodcenns
NIOKpecuomy  8ANCIUBICIb  NPAGUILHO20 BUSHAUEHHS KOOV OJil MUMHO20 O@OpMIeHHs ma
OOMPUMAHHS 3AKOHOOABCNEA.

The article analyzes the classification of leather gloves according to Ukrainian classifier of
goods of foreign economic activity. The main principles and approaches used to determine the
product code are considered. The criteria for identification of leather gloves, including material,
type of leather, technological features and functional purpose, were selected and substantiated.
Examples of practical application of classification features are given. The results of the study
emphasize the importance of correct identification of the code for customs clearance and
compliance with the law.

IMmopT wIKipSHUX pyKaBUIb B YKpaiHy BimoOpaskae moTpeOM BITUM3HSHOTO DPUHKY Y
BHCOKOSIKICHUX BHp00ax uisi pi3HUX cdep BUKOPUCTAHHS, Bii MOAHOI 1HAYCTpii 10 pododoro
omATy. Y Cy4acHHX YMOBax rio0aii3arii Ta eKOHOMIYHUX 3MiH BaXKIMBO 3a0e3MeunTy eeKTUBHE
MHUTHE O(OPMIICHHS IMIIOPTY IIKIpIHUX pyKaBwilb. lle mepembauae mpaBuiIbHE HapaxyBaHHS
MUTHUX TUIATEXKIB, BIAMOBIAHICTh MPOAYKINI CTaHIApTaM SKOCTI Ta 3aXUCT CIOXKWUBAYiB Bij
HesKICHUX ToBapiB. Tema imeHTH(IKAIIHHOT €KCTIEPTU3U TIPH IMIIOPTI MIKIPSHUX PYKaBHIh CTAE
0COOJMBO aKTYaJbHOIO Yepe3 3pOCTarouuii OOCSIr MINKHAPOJHOI TOPTiBII Ta MOCTIHHI 3MIHU Y
3aK0HO1aBCTBI. HeoOXimHiCTh 3a0e3eueHHss eKOHOMIUHO1 O€3IeKH KpaiHu MMiIKPECITIOE€ BAKIINBICTh
NpaBUIBHOI 1eHTH(]iKalii Ta MUTHOTO O(QOPMIICHHS IIKIPSHUX pyKaBHIb. Takui MiaxiJ cripuse
BHUKJIIOYEHHIO PHU3MKIB, TOB’S3aHMX 3 BBE3CHHSIM KOHTpadakTHUX ab0 HESKICHUX TOBapiB, Ta
CIpHUsI€ 3aXUCTY HAI[IOHATLHUX EKOHOMIYHUX 1HTEPECIB Ta Oe3Melli CII0KUBaYiB.

[xipstHi pykaBuill — 1€ BUPIO, KUK YKPUBAIOTh YACTKOBO MEPEAIUIIYUYSs, JOJOHIO PYKH,
YOTUPHU HaJbIi Pa3oM 1 BETUKUH OKpeMO abo TpHU MajbIli pa3oM, a BEJIMKHUN 1 BKa3iBHHM OKpEMO,
a00 m’sATh manbliB pazoM [l]. PykaBuii MoxyTh MaTu Ppi3HI (DYHKIIIOHAJIbHI BJIACTUBOCTI B
3aJIeKHOCTI BiJl MPU3HAYEHHS 1 MOXXYThb BHUKOPHUCTOBYBATHCH SIK 3aXHMCHHUH, JAEKOpPAaTUBHUHI abo
(yHKITIOHAJILHUNA €JIEMEHT OJIATY.
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