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PROSPECTS OF FILM TOURISM DEVELOPMENT IN UKRAINE  
AND THE WORLD 

 
The phenomenon of movie tourism has emerged as a significant 

trend within the travel industry, with an increasing number of travelers 
seeking to visit locations featured in their favorite films and television 
programmes. The term ‘film tourism’ can be defined as follows: "A kind of 
business that profits from attracting visitors inspired by beautiful scenery 
of locations exposed in movies or dramas and stories linked to the 
locations, through merchandising of filming sets or locations as a tour 
programme" [1]. 

Film tourism can be divided into three separate sub-categories, 
including film promotion tourism, travel film tourism  and film induced 
tourism [2]. Table 1 a selection of examples and characteristics of film 
tourism destinations focused on feature and documentary films shot in 
different regions of Ukraine is presented. 
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Table 1 
 

Forms and characteristics of individual film industry destinations in 
the regions of Ukraine 

 

Сharacteristic of the 
destination 

A film shot in the regions of Ukraine 

filming landscapes The film "Sunflowers" by Italian director Vittorio de Sica, 
starring Sophia Loren, features beautiful views of sunflower 
fields in the Poltava region.  

specially created 
filming landscapes 

The film was shot in a variety of locations, including the 
Cossack island of Khortytsia, which served as the backdrop 
for numerous scenes in «Taras Bulba».  

the filming 
landscapes were 
replaced 

The Soviet film "D’Artagnan and The Three Musketeers" 
was filmed in castles located in western Ukraine. Olesko 
Castle was temporarily transformed into Buckingham’s 
residence, a native of England. 

"modified" 
landscapes of filming 

A monument to the heroes of the movie "Following Two 
Hares" Prona Prokopivna and Holohvostov can be found on 
Andriyivskyi Descent today. 

film studios The National Oleksandr Dovzhenko Feature Film Studio in 
Kyiv and the Odesa Film Studio. 

film festivals The Odesa International Film Festival, Kyiv International 
Film Festival "Molodist", and International Short Film 
Festival "Kharkiv Lilac". 

places of life of 
celebrities 

Oleksandr Dovzhenko, Lev Gurchenko, and others have 
been significant figures in the film industry. 

 

Source: self-elaboration based on [3] 
 

When a film is made and distributed around the world, it can be a 
great tool for learning about a place. A visitor survey carried out for eight 
British films such as Lime Park (Pride and Prejudice) and Alnick Castle 
(Harry Potter) showed that tourism contributed to the national economy 
from €116 million to €163 million in 2014 [4]. Regions such as New 
Zealand, Iceland, and Croatia have capitalized on their on-screen fame to 
boost tourism numbers and generate economic benefits. 

Ukraine is an ideal location for national and international filmmakers 
due to its natural, climatic, and geopolitical features, as well as its rich 
history, local folklore, and stunning architectural resources. Kyiv, Lviv, 
Odessa, Uzhhorod, and other densely populated regions of Ukraine have 
been featured in numerous Ukrainian and foreign films, showcasing the 
country’s diverse and captivating landscapes [5]. 

Although Ukraine has numerous locations associated with cinema, a 
significant proportion of the sites relevant to cinema tourism are not visible 
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to the traveller due to a lack of maintenance, emergency conditions, a lack 
of information about their location, inconvenient transport connections, 
and so on. Consequently, the actualisation of film tours in Ukraine requires 
the implementation of measures to distinguish film tourism as a distinct 
form of specialised tourism, the coordination of quality and safety 
standards for the relevant sites, and the promotion of film tourism in 
Ukraine and beyond. 

Cinema tourism is a promising type of cultural and educational 
recreation, as it allows tourists to form their own itineraries and other 
details of their trips, taking into account their personal preferences, 
interests and abilities. 
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CONCEPT OF TOURIST TRAINS AND THEIR FEATURES 
 
Tourist trains are a unique way of traveling that combines comfort, 

convenience, and the opportunity to visit many places in a short time. This 


